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New Look at Ray, King 


/ UR HISTORY must be 

• M g| taught in every school 
M W just like the history of ev- 
eryone else is taught in 
every school. That way it’s harder for 
everyone to pretend or to forget. I want 
to belong to a people that never for- 
gets." So writes activist supreme Larry 
Kramer, in the 30th anniversary issue 
of The Advocate. 

* * * 

TWO FIRST-time filmmakers, Ka- 
ren Johnson and Celia McRee, are in 
the preliminary 
stages of producing 
an eye-opening 
movie with a 
unique slant, about 
the murder of civil 
rights leader Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. 

The title of this 
project, “422 V 2 
South Main,” 
comes from the ad- 
dress of the Mem- 
phis boarding house 
from where James 
Earl Ray is said to 
have fired the shots 
that killed King. 

The script, by Mis- 
sissippi journalism 
prof Charles Rai- 
teri, is based on the 
life of Renfro T. 

Hays, the contro- 
versial lone investi- 
gator who tried to 
prove a conspiracy at the time of King’s 
assassination. Renfro died last May, 
homeless and broke, at the veterans 
hospital in Memphis. 

Johnson is the associate director of 
TV’s “All My Children.’’ McRee is a re- 
cording artist on the Mother Records 
label. They are actively developing this 
timely project, and there is strong in- 
terest on both show-biz coasts. No deals 
have been set in stone, but the studio 
heads, directors and actors already con- 
tacted have been impressed — as much 
by the material as by Johnson and 
McRee’s passion. 

Stay tuned. 

* * * 

SPEAKING OF movie deals and 
scripts and such, agents at ICM are hot 
to circulate Eric Kornfeld’s “One 
Man’s Heaven’’ screenplay, which he 
wrote specifically for Elizabeth Taylor. 

♦ * * 

AND WHILE we’re helping film- 
makers put feelers out, super-producer 
Robert Halmi is “hoping’’ that Antho- 
ny Hopkins will agree to star in his 
CBS miniseries, “The First Immortal,’’ 
baaed on James Halnerin’s ari-fi nnvpl 


on the soundtrack of his new movie, 
“Telling Lies In America.” Kevin’s dit- 
ty is one of the few original songs on 
this soundtrack, which consists mostly 
of early ’60s classics. 

“Telling Lies . . ., ” the story of a 
boy who idolizes a radio disc jockey, 
was written by our favorite blond, Joe 
Eszterhas, directed by Guy Ferland, 
and also stars Brad Renfro, Maximil- 
ian Schell, Calista Flockhart and Paul 
Dooley. It has been selected to screen at 
the New York Film Festival. 

GEORGE 
CLOONEY’S dad, 
American Movie 
Classics host Nick 
Clooney, is firmly 
convinced his baby 
boy will marry 
again and have kids 
someday. Nick says 
George is being re- 
sponsible, “he 
doesn’t think he 
can do all this [con- 
centrate on his still 
hotting-up career] 
and raise a family. 
Maybe he’ll do it 
when he’s sixty.” 
Maybe. But we’ve 
never heard a man 
sound more deter- 
mined than George 
when he talks 
tough about vasec- 
tomies, and waxes 
philosophic on how love never lasts, 
and how he’s not hubby material any- 
way. Oh, George, take a chance on love! 

* * * 

BRAVO TO the editors of Life maga- 
zine! The legendary publication’s spe- 
cial double issue, in which they choose 
the most important events, discoveries 
and people of the past 1,000 years, is 
superb. Every student in this country 
who can read (and isn’t that a pathetic 
proviso in this richest of nations?) 
should be required to study this magni- 
ficent offering from cover to cover. It is 
a genuine mind-blower, a “keeper” and 
a nostalgic reminder of the good old 
days of Life magazine, when every issue 
was an event. 

* * * 

ENDQUOTE: The other night on 
“Geraldo Live,” author Kitty Kelley 
told the show’s studly host that Prince 
Philip could have dabbled a bit with 
men. “Possibly Philip danced both 
sides of the ballroom,” said Kitty in her 
famously coy manner. 

Geraldo immediately responded, 
“Well, don’t invite me to that party.” 
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Martin Luther King Jr. 

Different slant on his assassination 
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